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awaken an impression amongst the masses that we are indifferent to, or perhaps even welcome, invasion and defeat. Only those who are strong enough to seize, the reins of government dare proclaim a general strike. In other circumstances civil war helps only the enemy." So speak the Majority.
Kautsky, the best brain in the room, is for abstaining from voting, as Bebel had done in 1870. He is, however, unsupported.
Fotjjie IVJinority, under Haase, Ledebour, and Lieb-knecht, Vepudiates any comparison with those old days, when only two Socialists sat in the Reichstag. "To-day there are one hundred and ten of them, representing nearly one-third of the people. The White Books may be deceptive! Why should the Government, which we have always mistrusted, be assumed to be speaking the truth to-day? As we are the strongest party in Europe, *our consent would have a deplorable effect everywhere, and would probably destroy the International. Telegrams forwarded yesterday and to-day from London, Paris, Milan, and Brussels, urge us to resist. He who votes the money must share the responsibility for the conduct and aims of the war. The Chancellor must be required to bind himself this very day to make no annexations; he will refuse to do so, and then our refusal of the money will open the eyes of the masses."
^ The struggle goes on for hours. The Minority considers giving a separate vote, but rejects the plan in order not to weaken the party. Those who would serve God and those who would serve Mammon still try to find a unifying dogma. A vote is taken. 78 to 14. Haase, the President, submits to discipline and undertakes to read out in the Reichstag a Statement of Policy with which he disagrees. The Minority had secured only the adoption of one single sentence. "As soon as the war becomes a war for annexations we shall direct our sharpest efforts against />." The last cry of the pacifist conscience I When this declaration was laid before the Chancellor
